\s=b\ Sul fatefree\p=n-\electrolytelavage solution is a new osmotically balanced electrolyte gut lavage solution for colon surgery that has been formulated for improved taste and reduced water and electrolyte changes. Sixty patients were prospectively randomized to receive a 1-day preparation with sulfate free\p=n-\electrolyte lavage solution or a 3-day preparation using a clear liquid diet, cathartics, and enemas. The patient groups were similar in age, race, male-female ratio, and the types of colonic resections performed. Colonic cleansing was better with sulfate free\p=n-\electro-lyte lavage solution (100% vs 63% "good" to "excellent" cleansing In addition to the mechanical preparation listed above, each patient received antibiotic prophylaxis with 1 g of cefoxitin intravenously administered on call to the operating room. One or two doses of this medication was given in the postoperative period based on the pa¬ tient's disease process and the procedure performed.
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